Question:

What are some key qualities to look for in regards to Sportsmanship in a youth basketball
league?

Answer:

In youth basketball, playing with the value of Sportsmanship is when a team demonstrates
exceptional sportsmanship throughout the season, both during games and in their overall
approach to competition. It is not just about winning games, but about how the entire team
behaves, interacts, and represents the values of the sport. Key qualities that a team can play
with good Sportsmanship values include:

1. Respect for Opponents and Officials: The team consistently shows respect toward their
opponents and referees. They do not argue with calls, engage in negative behavior
toward the other team, or disrespect the officials.

2. Positive Attitudes: Regardless of the score, the team maintains a positive and
supportive attitude. They remain focused, stay upbeat, and encourage one another
throughout the game. Even during difficult moments or losses, they continue to show a
constructive mindset.

3. Support and Encouragement Among Teammates: Team members are genuinely
supportive of one another, offering encouragement and constructive feedback. They
celebrate each other’s successes, whether it's a great play or a good effort, fostering a
team-first mentality.

4. Gracious Winning and Losing: The team handles both victory and defeat with grace.
After a win, they remain humble and acknowledge their opponents’ efforts, and after a
loss, they accept the outcome, respect the opposing team, and focus on improvement
without blaming others.

5. Good Conduct and Sportsmanship Off the Court: A team that exhibits sportsmanship
doesn’t just act well during games. They represent the organization positively off the
court, including in practice, school, and the community. Their behavior reflects the core
values of fairness, honesty, and respect.

6. Team Unity and Inclusivity: The team works together, helping each other grow as
players and individuals. They don’t leave any teammate behind, whether it’'s someone
struggling with their performance or someone new to the sport. They create an
environment where everyone feels valued and included.

7. Adherence to the Spirit of the Game: The team shows a commitment to playing the
game as it was meant to be played, which includes following the rules, playing with
integrity, and not engaging in actions that undermine the spirit of fair play.

Each team participating in CYC (coaches, players and spectators) shall be held accountable and
the collective efforts of each team shall be to maintain these high standards, which in turn
encourages an atmosphere of respect, cooperation, and good will.



